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Family Cerambycidae: 
 

Sawyers are 
roundheaded wood 

borers, or long-horned 
beetles 

Hosts: 
 Pines, Predominantly 
 Also Spruce, True Firs, 

Douglas-fir 

Key Points 

 Degrade dying, 
recently killed and 
felled trees. 

 Larvae also 
introduce wood 
decay fungi. 

 Prevent attacks by 
removing logs 
before egg-laying 
in late summer. 

 Minimize damage 
by processing logs 
promptly. 

Damage 
Sawyer beetles, or more

accurately, their larvae, are
responsible for extensive damage 
to dying, recently killed, and
felled conifers of various
species—but especially pines,
spruce, true firs, and Douglas-fir.  

 They rarely, if ever, attack 
vigorously growing green trees. 

They damage infested trees 
and logs through series of 
extensive mines that introduce 
degrade and entry courts for 
decay-causing fungi. 

 

 
 
 

Life History 
Sawyers typically have one 

generation per year, but may
extend to two years in the
northern part of their range.
Susceptible material is infested in 
mid- to late-summer.  Eggs are 
deposited in slit-like niches in the  
bark. Larvae feed for several
weeks in the inner bark before 

entering the sapwood. Tunnels 
extend through the sapwood and 
often deep into the heartwood.  
Pupation, however, takes place 
near the surface of the log, and 
when mature, the adult beetles  
emerge by gnawing a round hole 
through to the surface. 

 
 
 

 

Identifying sawyer beetles and their larvae 
Larvae are legless, with  

generally round heads about the 
same diameter as the rest of the   
body. Their heads slant strongly 
downward in later instars.  They 
are cream-colored with well-

defined body segments.  Larval 
mines between the bark and  
wood contain long, fibrous
borings. 
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5.4 Back to menu Page 2 Sawyer Beetles 

Adult whitespotted sawyers 
are shiny black beetles, about an 
inch long, with a tooth-like 
projection on each side of the 
prothorax, and a white spot 
between the elytra at their base. 
Spotted pine saywer adults are 
about the same size, also shiny 
black, but with scattered tufts of 

white hairs in irregular bands 
across the elytra. Both species 
have very long antennae, often 
longer than their body, with the 
male’s antennae being longer than 
the female’s.  

Sawyer beetle 
larvae introduce 
wood decaying 

fungi which 
further degrade 
borer-infested 

logs. 

Management 

Prevention is the best control. Logs should not be exposed 
to attack during the July-September egg-laying period.  If 
logs are infested, they should be promptly processed. 

Other Reading 
Furniss, R.L.; Carolin, V.M. 1977. Western 

forest insects. Misc. Publication Number 
1339. Washington, D.C.: USDA Forest 
Service. 654 p. 

Forest Health Protection and State 

Forestry Organizations 


Assistance on State 

And Private Lands 


Montana: (406) 542-4300 

Idaho: (208) 769-1525 

Utah: (801) 538-5211 

Nevada: (775) 684-2513 

Wyoming: (307) 777-5659 

N. Dakota: (701) 228-5422 

Assistance on 

Federal Lands 


US Forest Service 
Region One 
Missoula: (406) 329-3605 
Coeur d’Alene: (208) 765-
7342 

US Forest Service 
Region Four 
Ogden: (801) 476-9720 
Boise: (208) 373-4227 
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